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PO YOU REMEMBER
THIS FEELING?"

PAPA WILL
BE SO PROUD
OF YOU, VLADIMIR.
[\ SO PROUD OF

[ ..BUT AS I HEAR THE THING EAT | ...I KNOW THAT NO ONE WOULD
iy BEHIND ME, HIS HEART BEATING \ LISTEN EVEN IF T TRIED.

BECAUSE OF MY DEAD FRIEND... ‘
7




Te Amazing Spider-Man

“When a man wants to murder a tiger he calls it sport; when a tiger wants to murder him he calls it ferocity.”
—~George Bernard Shaw

< When Sasha Kraven, widow of the famed hunter Sergei
Kravinoff, sent her daughter, Ana, to kidnap the psychic
known as Madame Web, it was the beginning of a hunt for
any and all who wear the mark of the Spider. In
subsequent weeks, they kidnapped Mattie Franklin, the
former Spider-Woman, and targeted Kaine, Spider-Man’s
renegade clone.

Kaine went to Peter Parker for help, warning his clone that
“they’re hunting Spiders.” Parker had taken ill, his body
finally giving in to the stress caused by a seemingly months-
long gauntiet of his worst foes returning to challenge him —
foes pushed into action by the Kraven family.

N Parker found Arachne [the former Avenger Julia Garpenter)
defending herself from Sasha Kraven and her half brother,

Alyosha. The two fought off their predators, and returned

to Julia’s apartment, only to be confronted by Ezekiel, a

wall-crawling superhuman thought long dead, who spoke of

a war between spiders and hunters.

The Hunters have already claimed first blood —in a
ceremony designed to resurrect Kraven’s other son,
Viadimir, the Kravens sacrificed Mattie Franklin. While
Franklin’s life gave way for Viadimir, he came back not as
a man but a twisted beast, confirming $asha’s theory:

In order to resurrect Kraven the Hunter, they need the life
of the one true Spider-Man — blood demands blood!

GRIM HUNT
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L8/ DON'T THROW UP. > >
THROWING UP INSIDE ¢ | YOU SEE HiM,
%0 OF THE MASK IS BAD. RIGHT? PLEASE

] TELL ME YOU SEE
HIM AND I'M
BUT GOD, THE i
SMELL OF HIM. /)
> .

NOT CRAZY.

APOLOGIES.
IDIDN'T GET A
CHANCE TO SHOWER ON
SPIDER-MAN? THE WAY BACK FROM
PLEASE DON'T HELL..I'M ON A
PASS OUT... TIGHT SCHEDULE.
PLEASE--

THE HUNTERS
A

GET YOUR ACT
TOGETHER...

I WON'T B 1
THE ONL,V ONE A SAVI

[o)
o WHO SACRIFICED HIMSE!
FIIOM TIIE DEAD
TONIGHT. TO SAVE ME.

tm JOE KELLY writer / MICHAEL LARK & STEFANO GAUDIANO art
MATT SOUTHWORTE art assist
MATT BOLLINGSWORTE color art / VC'S JOE CARAMAGNA letterer

TOM BRENNAN asst. editor / STEPHEN WACKER editor / TOM BREVOORT exec. editor
JOE QUESADA editor in chief / DAN BUCKLEY publisher / ALAN FINE exec. producer

C a ter 2 GALE, KELLY, SLOTT, VAN LENTE, WAID, WELLS webheads
p dedicated to J.M DEMATTEIS and MIKE ZECK

I'LL TRY TO TRUST ME,” BUT HER
KEEP IT SIMPLE... IDIDN'T CHILDREN ARE
I KNOW THAT YOU VOLUNTEER. BEING HUNTED...
DON'T BELIEVE IN THE
THE SPIRITUAL SIDE
OF YOUR POWER--

AND LEAK{NG SPIDERS ALL
OVER THE PLACE...




BACKSTORY. s e
TADERE" ke You
AND ME AND_HIM
/% \IIAVERE CHOSEN By

ARE YOU
SERIOUS?

KRAVEN THE HLNTER"
AS YOU CALLED HIM, WAS
CONNECTED TO mE SPIRIT
WORLD IN A PROFOLIND WAY- -
THROUGH DARK MAG/C,.,

THAT CONNECTION DROVE HIM TO
(M MADNESS, AND THE BELIEF THAT
| THE ONLY WAY TO TRULY BEAT YOU
WAS TO BECOME You

s
--AFTER WHICH HE TOOK HIS [
% OWN LIFE. THE LAST HUNT,

e v

THANKS FOR
THE DRAG DOWN
MEMORY LANE, BUT
I WAS THERE.

YOU DON'T
FORGET BEING
BURIED ALIVE.

THE SORT OF

CONNECTION THAT

KRAVEN HAD TO THE
UNSEEN PLACES

DOES NOT END WHEN

THE FLESH DIES.

JULIA..WE'RE

I's.
TIME TO TAKE
A FEW THINGS

ON FAITH.

THIS...AND ARMED WITH
THE TRUTH, SHE BEGAN
PLOTTING HER CAMPAIGN
AGAINST YOU.. AGAINST /£
ERS.




WEAKENING
YOU...PHYSICALLY,
MENTALLY,
SPIRITUALLY...TO
PRIME YOU FOR THIS
GRIM HUNT.

BECAUSE .
BLOOD DEMANDS
BLOOD...AND ONLY A
GREAT SACRIFICE WILL

BUILD A
GALLOWS FROM
THE BODIES OF OUR
“SPIDER-BROTHERS
AND SISTERS”...

KRAVINOFF BACK
FROM THE DEAD.

TWIST
THE WEB THAT
BINDS US INTO A
NOOSE AROUND
YOUR NECK...

HUNTED AND
KILLED. MATTIE
FRANKLIN 1S DEAD.
MADAME WEB 1S
ALIVE ONLY BECAUSE
OF WHAT SHE
CAN SEE--

NOT
"PEOPLE.”
SPIDERS...

KAINE MAY
NOT SURVIVE...
AND THERE ARE

MO,

PEOPLE ARE BEING

I CAME TO
HELP YOU BUILD
AN ARMY..YOU'LL

HAVE TO LET
00l




| Alphabet City.

THE APARTMENT OF PETER
PARKER AND MICHELE
GONZALES.

ARE YOU IF NOT, T
DEAD BROUGHT YOU
YET? SOME TEA AND

CHICKEN SOUP IF
You S YOUR
UNEMPLOYED
BUTT--

YOU REALLY -
MUST BE SICK, KID.
AFTER MONTHS OF
MY RAGGING ON YOU, -
YOU DECIDE TO SHOVEL UP
YOUR UNDERWEAR PILE
AS I'M GOING OUT
OF TOWN?




VR CearEnlt g Lnn S50 \SHE IS RECKLESS. FEARLESS. BEAUTIFUL
FRMISAALL INTO THE e INHER FLAWS. BUT SHE'S 50 YOUNG...
e AT’ A MIRACLE SHE
SHE TRULY WAS CHOSEN, FOR \ SURVIVED THIS LONG.
A DESTINY T CANNOT FORESEE... S
RS

\ \

WHOEVER
YOU ARE, I DON'T
KNOW WHAT YO
PROBLEM 5 UT WHY
DON'T YOU STOP
ACTING LIKE A
CHICKEN AND JUST
ACE M

ALREADY? BETTER WHEN
YOU WERE JUST
THROWING THINGS
AT ME.

—

O
2O




BLOOP LITTLE

*q Y= - Wk

W




UM, SPIDEY?
YOU GOT YOUR
GENDERS BENT,

THE DRUMS AGAIN. SMELL
OF FRESH EARTH. FEVER...

IF I WASN'T IN SO MUCH PAIN I'D
THINK I WAS GOING INSANE.

LOOK WHO
WANTS TO BE
A REAL BOY!

PONT JUST
STAND THERE,
YOu IpIOT!
MOVE!




WHAT ARE
YOU GOING TO
DO, LITTLE

WE HAVE
WRITTEN THE

EVER AFTER?

OKAY,
CYNICISM

I HAVE A
FEELING YOU'RE
GONNA TELL ME A
HELL OF A STORY
IF WE SURVIVE
THIS.

I'M GONNA
RIP OUT YOUR
TONGUE BEFORE
THIS 1S OVER,




PSYCHIC
WEBBING ISN'T
EXACTLY WORKING
HERE--ANY
SUGGESTIONS?!

BUT I WANT
TO CONGRATULATE
YOU ON HANGING ON
TO THAT LOOK UNTIL
IT CAME BACK
INTO STYLE.

I'M GOING
TO TEACH YOU
SOME RESPECT
BEFORE VLADIMIR

GETS YOU.

WE
HAVE WHAT WE
CAME FOR,
KRAVINOFFS!




V)
BURNING UP. WHAT
THE HELL DID THEY

DO TO you?

BLOOD... SPIDERS...
THEY'RE KILLING

HAVE TO...

I TASTE
YOUR FEAR
FROM HERE,

SPYDER! A

THEY'RE NOT 8UT YOU
PETER THEY RE J0S] oBcAuLE we'Re
ETER. THEY'RE JUST ki
BAIT. AND IF YOU TRY CONNECTED.-

ANGLES HAVE BEEN
_ FIGURED.

PLAYED ME
LIKE A DAMN
{ VIOLIN..."THEY'RE
HUNTING SPIDERS."
IF I HADN'T COME
TO YOU--




YOU KNOW I HATE GUILT HAS

ALWAYS BEEN
YOUR ACHILLES HEEL,
PETER. AND THIS
TIME IT WILL GET
YOU KILLED.

HEY TOO!
THIS FIGHT TO US.
WE HAVE TO FINISH

T. HELP THE

OTHERS--

...NOT UNTIL
YOU'RE DEAD.
YOU CAN'T WIN
THIS FIGHT.

I KNOW YOU'VE HAD A CRAPPY HOW CAN YOU
LIFE, AND DONE BAD THINGS, T SHARE MY DNA AND
GET IT...BUT I NEVER REALIZED E 5O PAMN
WHAT A PIECE OF GARBAGE SELFISH’
YOU WERE UNTIL THIS R

I OWE YOU
BECAUSE YOU
SAVED ME. GOOD
ADVICE IS THE ONLY
CURRENCY T
HAVE.

I'VE FOUGHT
THE FATHER. THE
WHOLE BLOODLINE
IS OUT OF THEIR MINDS
OVER YOU. THEY
WILL NEVER GIVE UP
THIS HUNT...

WE'VE ALL BEEN HURT!
WE'VE ALL SUFFERED!
BUT THE REAL DIFFERENCE H
BETWEEN US IS THAT
I NEVER USED IT AS

A CRUTCH. _4




YOU CALL IT "GUILT”...I CALL IT Wi
RESPONSIBILITY, AND BY GOD,
EVEN IF IT MEANS WALKING
INTO THE LION'S DEN AND
NOT COMING OUT...

LIMNOT, —©
GOING TO STAND
BY AND LET PEOPLE
DIE TO SAVE 4

MYSELF.

UNLESS YOU'D

] LIKE TO KEEP X
A SOLILOQUIZING IN
THE RAIN...

1
WE NEED
MORE SPIDERS,
AND I KNOW WHERE

TO FIND TWO OF THE, X
D NO,0F Ty ANTI-VENOM.




Fifteen Miles North of
New York City...

"...50 ALL OF IT, THIS
HOLE GAUNTLET

I'VE BEEN RUNNING:

——————

NOT ALL.
WITH A FEW SHE
STRUCK DEALS, BUT
REMEMBER, THIS IS
ABOUT FAMILY.

TO SPEAK.

SHE HATES
TO SULLY
HERSELF WITH
THOSE BENEATH
HER.

INFLUENCED
BY SASHA KRAVEN
THANKS TO MADAME IF IT MAKES YOU
WEB'S HELP. FEEL BETTER, THE FORTLINE
TELLER ENDLURED INTENSE
TORTURE BEFORE FINALLY
SUCCUMBING...

SO THIS
MAMA KRAVEN
LADY'S GOT ALL OF
THOSE GUYS IN
HER POCKET?

IT'5 BAD

FORM TO TALK




SORRY, P
IV THIS ECONOM y
you mke wuar you _ AND
LOT.

o ‘{‘mﬁ <.
"SPIPER
GODPESS RETURNED
ME FROM THE GRAVE
TO HELP YOU...”
HOW DOES
THAT SUBHUMAN
FRAME OF YOURS
SUPPORT SUCH
EGO?

LET'S NOT
FORGET AV 'woRemg

HELL OF A
PERFORMANCE., XXU;‘{S%,

LIK W!Sé«
CHAMELEO!
WHAT gﬁPDENS




MADNESS. MADNESS TAKES HIM.

i el
INDUCED BY DRUGS 'AND FEVER
AND THE WEEKS OF PAIN THAT

I DELIVERED UNTO HIM...




GIVE IT ...CLIP THE THE WOUNI
A REST, YOU WEB AND SNUFF ANIMA?%;DAELf
ABI)/V‘:I(?GKFF?ON THE LIGHT... THE MORE
el . DANGEROUS--
A GAME.

YOU SHOULD
HAVE KILLED ME
WHEN YOU HAD

THE CHANCE.

WOULD THE FUN
HAVE BEEN IN
THAT?




THIS 15 THE
GUN MY HUSBAND
KILLED HIMSELF
WITH...IT CARRIES
HIS REGRET.

ALSO THE LAST
THING HE EVER
TOUCHED...

FOR
“TRAINED KILLERS,"
YOU CRAZY
IDIOTS TALK TOO
MUCH.

NO ONE
ELSE DIES
TONIGHT EXCEPT
FOR LOUP MOUTH
HUNTERS --




LEAVE ME!
PLEASE...YOU
CANNOT SAVE ME
AND ;’OURSELE

I DO NOT
DESERVE TO BE
SAVED.

V- you HOLD
THE WEB
TOGETHER.

NO...
NOT UNTIL
TONIGHT...




--THE FROM ALL

WEB IS CUT DIMENSIONS
BEFORE YOUR = FRONT AND BACK...
EYES. YOUR EYES LONG

FOR RELIEF

YOU LACK.




...AND CONDEMN
YOUR SOUL TO
THE HELL RESERVED
FOR COWARDS AND,
ANIMALS.

I HAVE HEARD MEN DIE
BEFORE...BUT NOT LIKE THIS.

LIFE DOES NOT LEAVE HIM IN
A BUBBLING PEATH RATTLE...A
BLOOD-CHOCKED LAST GASP...

®

HE SCREAMS WITH EVERY
FIBER OF HIS BEING.




IT IS THE SOUND OF PURE
REGRET. THE CRY OF WHAT
COULD-HAVE -BEEN.

IT IS THE SADDEST
SOUND I WILL EVER
HEAR IN MY LIFE.

COME BACK

4 ‘s
Next:'Kraven Rex




--AND_EVERY

EVERY NIGHT MORNING I WAKE

I GO TO BED

ASKING GOP TO UP THANKING HIM
TAKE ME--

/ MY HUSBAND
DIED TWENTY-FIVE
YEARS AGO, KAINE. T

LIVING IN A RAT-HOLE.
NO FRIENDS IN THE WORLD,
SO LONELY SHE WASTES HER
TIME--AND MINE--ON THESE
USELESS CONVERSATIONS.

I HARDLY

SLEEP AT

ALL THESE
DAYS.



HATED LYING TO THE OLD
LADY, BUT I HAD TO GET
OUT OF THERE BEFORE
ALL HER YAMMERING MADE

IIEﬂD EXPLODE.

ANYWAY, T WASN'T
REALLV LYING: I DO HRVE
PPO

UST
SO HAPPEN. ’S Wﬂ'll A
L WOHSKEY BOTTLE.

AND I DO HAVE A
JOB LINED UP. MAYBE.
IF I DECIDE TO TAKE

TON'S OFFER. AND
I GUESS I SHOULD.

T!IE ROAD’S WHERE I

MONEY'S ONE THING
DENTON HAS. IN SPADES.

WELL, AS REAL AS IT CAN
EE WHO WAS

IN ﬂ TEST TUBE. AN
IAIPERFECT CLONE...

TO GO AFTER
KRAVINOFF.
"KRAVEN, THE

HUNTER” HE CALLS
HIMSELF. MORONIC
NAME.

BUT T GUESS HE'S NO

ZO I REALLY NEED TO0 [;‘s’ﬂ‘

IVOLVED IS

»| oo ENEMIES’ PﬁRKER MAY
LIKE MIXING IT UP WITH A
MENTAL CASE WHO HAS A

TARZAN FIXATION, BUT ME...

SO I THINK I'LL
PASS ON DENTON'S
OFFER. PLEI

NTY

OF OTHER WAYS
FOR A MAN LIKE ME

TO MAKE MONEY...

MIND IF

I SHOW YOU
HOW IT'S
DONE?




N A TOWN "MERCHANDISE"? \\ ACTUALLY...
LIKE THIS. THIS GUY OWN YOU, I HATE IT.
GET YOUR BEAUTIFUL? =
HANDS OFF THE
MERCHANDISE.

LIKE LIVIN®
VERY

NOW B

[ WHERE WERE ~ &
WE? OH, TEACH You K d

YEAH-- SOME v

M
THINGS... 4




2 ’“'"‘i [Sey
SO HOW

';, =

SORRY TO

GO //%) .Y PISAPPOINT Y |\

YOU..BUT I'M

NOT GOING-- Al i

%x i
ﬁﬂ \ ““ 7 SN

A ABOUT I

N UNOl meor 'y
HRAVE HEHONTER

PART-TWO:'A PROPHECY

JM, YC'S JOE | FABIO | TOM | STEPHEN | TOM JOF DAN | ALAN
DENATIES HIIMAHA GARAMAGNA | D'AURIA | BRENNAN | WAKER | BREVOORT quESAIlﬂ BUCKLEY | HINE

WRITER ARTIST ETTERER COORIST | ASST.EDIOR | "EDITOR | EXEC_EDITOR | EDTTOR IN CHIEF | PUBLISHER | EXEC. PRODUCER
"5’( GALE, KELLY, SLOTT, VAN LENTE, WAID & WELLS WEB-HEADS



HELLUVA THING, THESE
PRE-COG VISIONS. |
NEVER REALLY SURE IF

WHAT THEY SHOW ME |
| IS ACCURATI

SO I CALL DENTON, TELL
HIM I'M IN--THEN HEAD

NOT SURE WHY T EVEN |~
o BOTHER. SHE'S AN
POSSESSIONS T HAVE... ANNOYING, HALF-CRAZY | [~ oo

OLD BAT BUT SHE'S | | [AND THATIS A
SHOWN HE KINDNESS. | | PAMN FRECIOU







‘,
y
A /’//""é

&
-

s

V) \\§&

U,
~{ IS THE PROPHECY TRUE,
HUNTER? ARE YOU THE
| ONE WHO'LL FINALLY PUT
\ ME OUT OF MY MISERY?

HE'S AN INTERESTING CASE,
T'LL GIVE HIM THAT. CLAIMS
TO BE THE DESCENDANT OF
RUSSIAN ROYALTY...AND
HE LIVES LIKE IT, TOO.

HOUSES ALL OVER THE |~
WORLD, WOMEN IN EVERY

CITY. A ETHAT [ 7
NEVER SEEMS TO RUN OUT. |~~~

j{\ A po o
A I/ Y b =
S N
~ 1=[§IN\
R\ o \ BUT UNDER THE SKIN...
J& L \ THERE'S PAIN. AND IT RUNS
-8V 18- WA DEEP. HE TRIES
i ny | 333 PROUD TALK. BUT HE'

|
!

}BIAVE
Skt

GUESS THAT'S WHY HE MADE A NAME
FOR HIMSELF AS A B!G(gAME HUNTER.

HE NEEDED PLACE TO FOCUS
HIS RAGE. NOTHING LIKE SLAUGHTERING
INNOCENT CREATURES TO MAKE A

MAN FEEL BETTER ABOUT HIMSELF.

e
KRAVEN:




7 '“‘g:ﬂwnk T
s

N

MY NAME (5 LOOK, YOU
MR, MWANGA. T ANT" WANT TO CARRY
SERGE| KRAVINOFF'S B i ‘ JUNGLE JIM'S WATER,
PERSONAL Lo ) d /5 T3 THAT'S YOUR BUSINESS.
ASSISTANT. E \ BUT I THOUGHT
X I RESENT THOSE DAYS WERE
UR LONG GONE.

= NE... \
BT AND YOUR
N\ INFERENCE. (/
f
o ar— i
(— @ -
7 = e

—_—




I'VE KNOWN
HIM SINCE HE WAS
AN ORPHAN...FOUR
YEARS OLD..BEGGING ON
THE STREETS OF NAIROBI.

’ |
INCLUDING A

BIOGRAPHY THAT
MOST SCHOLARS
CONSIDER
DEFINITIVE.

= BUT STILL
YOU CAME.
MR. DENTON MUST
BE PAYING YOU
QUITE WELL. Al

4 AN
EDUCATED P
SLAVE--IS
A SLA

YOU
V2Tt MISUNDERST AND
2 ME, KAINE. JUST AS
YOU CLEARLY
UNDERESTIMATE
ME.

pID YOU
REALLY THINK
N

>
I WILL MOST
CERTAINLY KILL
YOU. AN OUTCOME
I'M HOPING TO
AVOID.

ONE COULD
ALMOST SAY
THAT WE'RE--

HE'S
WRITTEN

THREE BOOKS
ON WILLIAM

BLAKE--

I'M HERE
TO KILL YOU.

HERE TO
AY?

AND WHAT
IF I GAVE YOU
DOUBLE WHAT DENTON
1S PAYING YOU? WOULD
YOU HAVE SOMETHING
TO SAY ABOUT
THAT?

--BROTHERS...!




4 YOU THINK
WE'RE BROTHERS,
[ KRAVEN? SORRY. I
ALREADY HAVE TWO--
AND I'M PRETTY
SURE YOU'D HATE
BOTH OF THEM. /4

NOW. AFRAID.

I'M JUST {
A RANDOM MASS
OF CELLS AND
ORGANS, BLOOD AND -
MUSCLES. SPITE /Nl
AND LOATHING.

AND I'M GOING TO USE
THAT FEAR AGAINST HIM.
TAKE THE GREAT
HUNTER DOWN...

OH...AND
ONE OTHER
THING: YOU
MAY NOT EMBRACE
VIOLENCE AS
AN END IN
ITSELF--




LAST ISSUE, THE FIEND KNOWN AS BRAIN
USED HIS NANO-COLLIDER (PATENT
PENPING) TO TAKE HIM TO THE PIMENSION
OF COMICS WITH HIS MORONIC HENCHMAN
BULL! NOW, AS THE FIRST TWO HUMANS
EVER TO ENTER THE COMIC BOOK WORLD,
THE FIRST PERSON THEY SEE IS---

COLORS BY VICENTE/LETTERS BY VC’S JOE C.

FOLLOW HIM,
YOU DAWDLING |
NINCOMPOOP,
BEFORE HE
/ OOOOH,
GETS AWAY! (B BRAINI AIN'T
"POOP" A BAD
WORD?

ol s
O HE" 2 THEY'RE
SWINGING INTO < ) SUPER HEROES,
THE BAXTER N YOU NEANDERTHAL!
BUILDING! \ WHY WOULD THEY
FIGHT?
MAYBE HE'S
GONNA FIGHT I DUNNO--
THE FANTASTIC TO KEEP IN
FOUR! PRACTICE?

N

\

\

|
L ¥

DR.

RICHARDS,
I NEED
HELP!

NO PROBLEM.

THE STREET!

N

1S
SOMETHING
WRONG?

EAH,
THERE'S ONE
SUPER HERO
TOO MANY \

h

ol HERE! THAT'S

TWO, COUNTIN'
You, HOT

PANTS!

THERE'S
SPIDER-
MAN!

G " _ -
D (>
A ))
it
St / ~
=2
Z \ 4
THANKS
PIPSQUEAK! WHAT
WE'D NEVER'VE )] " BRINGS YOU
KNOWN! HERE?

GLAD T
FOUND A
HELICOPTER
FOR RENT!

NOW WE'LL
SEE WHAT'S
GOING ON
IN THERE!

Y'SEE, MY DIGITAL
ACCELERATOR IS
PARTIALLY ACTIVATED BY
A CELLULAR TRANSMUTATION
WHICH DOESN'T COMPENSATE
FOR ITS ELECTRONIC
MALFEASANCE!

IT'S OBVIOUS!
SIMPLY READJUST
THE FRAMMISTAT

TO THE PROPER
MOLECULAR
SYNCHRONISM!

WOW, BRAIN,

WHO KNEW YA

COULD FLY A
CHOPPER?

¥/ _BECAUSE
YOU'RE NOT MR.
FANTASTIC!

CREATE!

AND PERHAPS WE WILL,
TOO, IF WE'RE LUCKY
ENOUK TO GET THE
NEXT ISSUE BEFORE
IT’s 50LD OUT!



Je AMRDNS

SPIDYR

This was a big one, folks ...the
return of Kraven the Hunter. As mentioned
previously in this space, we're walking
in some pretty big shoes with every issue
of Amazing Spider-Man, but few of those
shoes are harder to fill than the work of
J.M. DeMatteis, Mike Zeck and Bob McLeod
(have | pushed the shoe metaphor enough
yet? No? Hold your tongue, Buster Brown!).

The story of the Hunter’s return is just
beginning and it’s going to be a wild ride.

Now on to your mail:

Dear Steve,

Quick question. In #627, are Peter and
Carlie eating at the restaurant from Seinfeld?
If so, I love it!

Until Mary Jane starts dating
Newman...Make mine Marvel!

Brent Alexander
Carbondale, IL

Indeed it is, Brent. Though that
restaurant is a real place in New York
called Tom’s Restaurant and it’s right in the
Morningside Heights section of Manhattan.
Come on up for a big salad sometime and
tell them, “Steve sent me!”

(Of course they won’t know what
you’re talking about and are probably sick of
the “big salad” gag, so you'll probably get
yelled out of the place and thrown out into
the street like a bum.

Come to think of it, | can’t think
of a better way to get a real New York
experience.)

My dearest Steve Wacker and Marcos Martin,

I, too, have been reading your letter
columns, and | can't resist the chance to pipe
up and beg to join your burgeoning club.
Because | want to throw in my lot as one
who remembers and absolutely lov-v-v-v-v-
v-v-v-ves CONDORMAN. How could anybody
erase from their mind the gleaming, glistening
whiteness of Michael Crawford’s gigantic
and oft-exposed teeth? And | suffer through
every day livid with frustration that the movie
doesn't hold pride of place in the otherwise
ample library of Netflix.

| say we throw ourselves a viewing
party. I'l bring the popcorn and candy;
Steve, you can bring soda and the movie; and
Marcos will supply his Barcelona home for the
location. Two weeks from this Friday? It's a
date!

Yours in Woody Wilkins,

Alejandro Arbona
Assistant Editor
Marvel Comics

Alejandro, as assistant editor of
Invincible Iron Man, you have shown plenty
of futurist thinking that will inevitably lead
to Condorman Crossroads...where one road
leads to Condorman and the other to the

0

Unidentified Flying Oddball...which road
will you take?

The good news is that now that you are
free of the malevolent mindgames of Ralph
Macchio’s office and joining the Wacker-
verse (along with Iron Man), we are one step
closer to walking this road together. (I'd like
to leave Marcos behind if you don’t mind...
he walks too fast for me)

Hey guys,

Just started reading comics again for
the first time since my early teens; being in my
late 20's, | didn’t really know where to start as
| had missed quite a bit but decided to start off
reading my favorite web-slinger back at issue
#612 and haven't missed one since. Great job
guys you've got me hooked once again!!!

Also picked up Peter Parker #1 a few
days ago, which | think | will be reading
regularly as well; just one question though:
was Michelle getting their apartment painted
“perky periwinkle” as Peter refers to it or
“perky peach” as Michelle refers to it? Does
this qualify me for one of these no prize things
| keep reading about?

Jay Taylor
N.B. Canada

Jay, you are absolutely right. We blew
the “periwinkle” reference—much to the
constant consternation of writer Bob Gale,
who let us have it! A reminder to everyone
though, to earn a coveted "No-Prize,” you
need to also supply an answer as to why
the mistake wasn’t really a mistake. It's all
about making sure your editor doesn’t look
like a dope (which is pretty much Brennan’s
job description).

Hey guys,

Spidey is as good as it has ever been
for me right now, but there is one nagging
question | have: how come you guys always
refer to organized crime as “the Maggia”?

Allister Cave
Vancouver, BC

This is the place where guestions are
answered, Allister, so to that end | went to
the oldest man in comics, former Invincible
Iron Man editor Ralph Macchio for the
answer. Ralph crawled out from behind
his New York Post long enough to tell his
assistant to type up and answer:

We call it the Maggia because if we
really called it the Mafia (my family) Mr.
Wacker would get whacked. Luckily, I've
been able to keep my relatives at bay, but |
can’t promise anything if you cross the line.

And when you run this question in the
letter column, Steverino, you must make
lots of Italian jokes at my expense or things
will get tough at that no-show job down in
Jersey City.

TOM BRENNAN STEPHEN WACKER
ASST EDITOR EDITOR

TOM BREVOORT JOE QUESADA
EXECUTIVE EDITOR EDITOR IN CHIEF

DAN BUCKLEY ALAN FINE
PUBLISHER EXEC. PRODUCER

Good one, Ralph. You always were a funny
guy (as in Ha-Ha).

Hey, thanks for that invite to the party
down in the 10th floor meeting room. | can’t
believe I'm getting promoted!

Hey, wait a sec...there’s no party
here---

Sorry, folks, Steve Wacker had to
disappear for a bit. Read Thor!

Viva Me!
Ralph Macchio
6/2/10

This week's covers by Gabrielle
Dell’Otto and Mike Fyles.

Hey, did | mention | used to write
Marvel Two-In-One?

OH--AND IN
TWO WEEKS

Send e-mail to
SPIDEYOFFICE@MARVEL.COM
(please mark as OKAY TO PRINT)



Special thanks to ScanbDog for the variant cover!



